Open Secrets (Center for Responsive Politics) is a website that offers the behind the scenes information about politics. This is also known as the money trail. Check out this link. The link will take you to the donations for each Congress-member in California.  

http://www.opensecrets.org/races/ (Choose the state of California)

Pick a representative in the state of California. See how much money they raised in the 2012 election. Due to the changes in campaign finance laws (Citizens United- 2010) there has been an increase in campaign contributions from private corporations. 2012 was the first presidential election to see the impact of Citizens United.
For this assignment your job will be to speculate on the impact of corporate contributions on the future of California and it's impact on our social and political realities.

Guiding questions:

· What corporations provided campaign contributions for each candidate?  List each corporation and give the amounts. For example:
	Corporation
	Amount Donated

	PG&E
	$100,000


· What major social or political issues are these corporations interested in and why?

· What groups of people are impacted by the issues?
· Why do you think the corporation chose that candidate?  What committees or other leadership position(s) does the candidate hold that the corporation is hoping to influence?
· Pick one of the corporations that funded the candidate of your choice. In what ways does this corporation shape our daily lives? (This will take you looking up the corporation to see what they sell, produce or distribute) What’s the impact of their products, business model or leadership style?
· What else did you find out about your candidate on Open secrets?

· Use the conclusion to share your personal beliefs and ideas on the impact of the Supreme Court decision and the corporations that you learned about.

The majority of your paper (1 ½ -2 pages – single spaced) should be factual and reporting what you found in your research.

Use the following websites for your paper. 

· http://www.storyofstuff.org/movies-all/story-of-citizens-united-v-fec/ 

· http://dyn.politico.com/tag/citizens-united
· http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/01/21/citizens-united_n_2519178.html
Due Tuesday, April 2, 2013
